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1874 Chief Moses Keokuk House has Interesting Local History
Listed in National Register of Historic Places

By United States Dept. of the Interior
by Mike Brown

 (Editor’s Note:  Following is a feature 
story about the Chief Moses Keokuk 
House that is listed in the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places by the United Sates 
Department of the Interior.  Many tribal 
elders are familiar with the historic house 
that was destroyed by fire in 2002. How-
ever, younger tribal members may not 
be aware of its interesting history dating 
back to its construction in 1874.
 Major bibliographical references for 
the information to follow include:  J. Y. 
Bryce, ‘Some Experiences in the Sac 
and Fox Reservation,’ The Chronicles of 
Oklahoma, Vol. IV (Dec. 1926’, pages 
307-311; Don Sporleder, ‘Oldest Home 
Constructed in 1874,’ Lincoln County 
News, Sept. 23, 1971, page 6; and, Mu-
riel H. Wright, A Guide to the Indian 
Tribes of Oklahoma, University of Okla-
homa Press, 1951, pages 222-228.  The 
information is included in the nomina-
tion form prepared in 1973 for the Na-
tional Register listing.)

 Moses Keokuk was the son of Chief 
Keokuk, who died in 1848. The citizens 
of Keokuk, Iowa erected a monument in 
honor of Chief Keokuk.  Moses Keokuk 
had already achieved chief’s status in 
1869 when the Sac and Fox arrived from 
Kansas to occupy their new reservation 
in Indian Territory. 
 The 1867 treaty calling for the remov-
al of the Sac and Fox from Kansas to In-
dian Territory stipulated that each “head 
man” was to receive a government-built 
house.  The tribe arrived at its new reser-
vation in December 1869.  The first two 
of the chief’s houses were built in 1872.  
Climonte Smith, on Feb. 2, 1874, was 
awarded a contract to build a third house 
for Moses Keokuk. Smith was paid $605 
for his work.  The total construction costs 
were over $1,000.
 The bricks for the structure were made 
near the Sac and Fox Agency,  approx-

imately three miles to the southeast of 
the home site.  Rough lumber came from 
the agency sawmill, and the balance was 
freighted overland from Lawrence and 
Coffeyville, Kan. Agent John H. Picker-
ing turned the house over to Moses Ke-
okuk on June 30, 1874.  He occupied the 
house until 1880 when his wife, Mary 
died.  Sharing the widely-held Indian re-
luctance to live in a house where death 
had occurred, he moved to the agen-
cy.  Israel Royer, an agency employee, 
moved into the house in 1889. When the 
“run” was made in 1891, Royer was able 
to claim the quarter-section for himself 
and his large family. His granddaugh-
ter, Mrs. C. O. Ninness lived there and 
owned the property for many years. 
 Moses Keokuk was first assistant prin-
cipal chief to Principal Chief Mahko-
sahtoe in June 1890, when the two tribal 
leaders signed the agreement at Sac and 
Fox Agency that provided for the cession 
of their reservation to the United States, 
the acceptance of 160-acre allotments by 
the 548 officially registered members of 
the tribe, and the opening to settlement 
by Sept. 22, 1891, of the approximate-
ly 385,000 acres of surplus reservation 
lands.
 Following his wife’s death, Moses Ke-
okuk later remarried and went into the 
trading business.  For a number of years, 
he successfully operated one of the agen-
cy’s largest general stores.  With his other 
activities, including public speaking and 
preaching, he operated a large horse and 
cattle ranch north of present-day Daven-
port.  When allotments were assigned in 
1891, he claimed that quarter-section for 
his O-K Ranch.  He died in 1903 at the 
Sac and Fox Agency, and is buried in the 
Sac and Fox Cemetery.

 Historian Muriel H. Wright said Mo-
ses Keokuk was noted “for his fine char-
acter and his eloquence in speaking the 

pure Sauk dialect.”  Although he lived in 
the house but six years, it was during that 
time it was something of a sub-agency.  
Papers were signed and kept there, and 
tribal leaders met there to discuss prob-
lems and decisions.  As the home of a 
chief, it served not only as a living place, 
but also as a political and social center.

Pictured at right are front and rear views of the Chief Moses Keokuk house that 
was built in 1874 and destroyed by fire in 2002.  The historic house was locat-
ed northwest of Sac and Fox Nation headquarters on 3540 Road, north of Dry 
Creek.  (The photos were included in the 1973 nomination form for the National 
Register of Historic Places with the United States Dept. of the Interior.)

	

Coming	soon	near	you	
Central Tribes of the Shawnee Area, Inc.	

CTSA	HEADSTART	
We	are	proud	to	let	you	know	we	are	opening	a	New	Head	Start	in	Stroud,	OK	

Applications	will	be	taken	at	the	Sac	&	Fox	Education	Dept.	
	Directions:	Sac	&	Fox	Education	Dept.	5	½	miles	south	of	Stroud	on	930	RD.	Go	

past	the	clinic	on	top	of	the	hill.	It	is	located	south	of	the	gym.	

For	more	information	please	call	Rita	Pine	at	(405)	915-9187	or	(405)275-4870	
Required	Documentation:		

1.	Proof	of	income	(at	least	2	checks	stubs/Income	letter/TANF	letter/Income	tax	
form)	
2.	Proof	of	residence	(Utility/phone	bill,	Housing	lease—MUST	show	physical	
address)	
3.	CDIB	card,	SNAP,	WIC	or	any	assistance	you	are	receiving	
4.	Shot	records	and	Birth	certificate	and	Source	of	Health	Care	(Tribal/IHS,	Private	
Ins.)	
5.	If	your	child	has	a	Documented	Disability,	we	will	need	a	copy	of	his/her	IFSP	or	
IEP.	
	

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT NOTICE

Applications for College - Vocational and Adult Education 
are on the Sac and Fox Nation Web site - 

Click on Education for downloads.

Registration Opens for Okla. Senior Games 
 Registration is open for the 2018 
Oklahoma Senior Games set for this 
coming fall in various locations.  “The 
goal of the Oklahoma Senior Games is to 
build a supportive community for seniors 
that encourage them to compete and stay 

healthy. This year we will be hosting 20 
different sports. These events take place 
this fall in September and October. The 
games are for individuals who are over 
50. That is it. No other requirements. 
For all the details, go to okseniorgames.
com,” said a spokesperson.
 “The 2018 Games will feature a record 
twenty different events. New events for 
2018 include the Power Walk, Softball, 
Cornhole and Washer Pitch. Events will 
be held this fall in the Oklahoma City and 
Tulsa areas. Local Senior Games events 
were held this spring in Yukon and, will 
be held this fall in Ardmore from Sep-
tember 7 to 14.”
 All athletes must be 50 years old by 
December 31, 2018. An athlete’s com-
petition age will be based on his/her age 
on December 31, 2018. Participants will 
compete in one of the following age cat-
egories for both individual and/or dou-
bles sports: 50-54, 55-59, 60-64, 65-69, 
70-74, 75-79, 80-7, 85-89, 90-94, 95-99 
and 100+.  Participants finishing in the 
top places in their age category in each 
event qualify for National Senior Games 
competition in Albuquerque, New Mexi-
co June 14 - 25, 2019.

Elders Advisory
Committee to Meet
July 6 and July 12
 Chairman Melissa Denny has an-
nounced that the Sac and Fox Nation 
Elders Advisory Committee will meet 
Friday, July 6 at 10 a.m. at the pow wow 
grounds in Jim Thorpe Memorial Park. 
 “This will be a working meeting to or-
ganize the concession stand for the pow 
wow,” said Denny. 
 The committee will also meet on 
Thursday, July 12 at 1 p.m. at the Sac 
and Fox Chapel, and everyone is asked 
to bring donations.
 On Aug. 31 through Sept. 3, the com-
mittee will attend the Mayetta Pow Wow 
in Kansas.

OMRF Discovers Potential Treatment for Acetaminophen Overdose
 Acetaminophen, sold over the count-
er as Tylenol, is one of the world’s most 
widely used pain relievers. But too much 
of the drug can lead to serious liver dam-
age.  Now, new research from the Okla-
homa Medical Research Foundation has 
pinpointed the cause of liver bleeding 
during acetaminophen overdose. OMRF 
scientists have also discovered a new po-

tential treatment for the condition, which 
often strikes users of Percocet and Vico-
din, pain medications that also contain 
acetaminophen.
 OMRF scientists Courtney Griffin, 
Ph.D., and Siqi Gao discovered that a 
marked increase in the activity of an en-
zyme called plasmin caused liver bleed-
ing in the event of acetaminophen over-

dose.
 “It was well known that acetamino-
phen, like most drugs, is metabolized 
in the liver. When you get too much of 
it, toxic byproducts start to build up and 
can damage liver cells,” said Gao, who 
is also a Ph.D. student at the University 
of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center. “It 
was also known that a lot of plasmin is 
generated in acetaminophen overdose, 
but it wasn’t clear why.”
 Griffin and Gao broke new ground 
by making a connection between plas-
min activity and liver bleeding follow-
ing acetaminophen overdose. While this 
finding is important on its own, Griffin 
said, the OMRF researchers also made a 
related discovery that yielded important 
treatment options for overdose patients.
 In laboratory mice, the scientists were 
able to reduce plasmin levels through 
treatment with tranexamic acid, a pre-
scription medication used to prevent 

excess blood loss from major trauma or 
surgeries. “If the plasmin is breaking 
down the blood vessels and causing them 
to rupture, this can help dampen that ef-
fect to prevent excessive bleeding,” said 
Griffin.
 In humans, it’s possible that treating 
this bleeding with tranexamic acid could 
help facilitate liver recovery from an 
overdose and also lessen the damage, said 
Griffin. “We think it can certainly protect 
against the bleeding itself, but its role in 
overall liver recovery is still unknown. 
That’s the next step for this work.”
 The treatment impact of the findings 
could be significant, said Griffin, espe-
cially since tranexamic acid has already 
been approved by the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration for another condition.
 “It could be administered soon after a 
patient arrives at the hospital,” she said. 
“We are excited to see where the next 
stage takes us.”


